
Vinton Will Fish in a Bigger Pond 

Will study at Catawba Valley Community College  
 

On Tuesday, 5/3, Randolph Union/Randolph Technical Career Center senior athlete 

Brendan Vinton signed his Letter of Commitment to Catawba Valley Community College 

(Hickory, NC) to continue his Bass Fishing career.  

Brendan will be leaving Randolph as one of the most successful athletes at the state 

level, as his 4-years casting under the RU banner (in VPA State Championships) were nothing 

short of exceptional. In his Senior year he helped lead the team to a 3rd place State 

Championship finish, while in his Freshman and Junior years he helped to lead the team to 

State Runner-Up titles. These accomplishments were overshadowed however by his 

Sophomore year, when his boat finished as the State Champion.  

Outside of his time fishing for RU, Brendan has only continued to shine on the water 

with accomplishments including:  

- 2nd Place 2020 Vermont HS State Championships 
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- 2020 Champlain Bass Series High School Angler of the Year 

- 1st Place 2021 TBF Youth Angler Federation State Championship 

- 10th Place 2021 Toyota Series Strike King Co-Angler Division 

- 31st Place 2021 Co-Angler Major League Fishing Toyota Series Championship 

- 2021 Bass Master All-State Fishing Team 

- 4th Place 2022 TBF National Championships 

- 1st High Schooler ever to make Day 3 of TBF National Championships 

- 2022 Eastern Division Co-Angler Champion 

- 2022 Bass Master All-State Fishing Team 

From Brendan’s soon to be coach, Angela Mayo, “I am looking forward to having 

Brendan be a part of our fishing program here at Catawba Valley Community College.  We 

have worked hard to become one of the top programs in the country and signing an angler like 

Brendan is a testament to that hard work and dedication.  Brendan has had an outstanding 

high school career and I am anxious to see him perform at the collegiate level. Having grown 

up fishing northern lakes for smallmouth bass, Brendan will bring a unique set of skills to the 

team that anglers from our area don’t have.” 

When asked about his thoughts and excitement about this opportunity, Brendan 

shared, “I am very excited and thankful to be heading to CVCC as a member of their bass 

team. Lake Champlain is one of the best fisheries in the country, but having the opportunity to 

fish year-round and sharpen my southern fishing skills is so exciting. I’m not even in North 

Carolina yet and my coaches, Angela, and John Mayo, treat me so well…like I’m already part 

of the team. I’m very proud of the Randolph Union bass team and all we were able to 

accomplish together. Having the VPA acknowledge bass fishing as a varsity sport during my 

high school career has been a dream come true.” 

Though making the step to a bigger pond with a collegiate program, the Randolph 

community knows it won’t take long for Brendan to establish himself as the new ‘big fish.’


