
April 12, 2021

Dear OSSD Community,

We need to update the community on some positive cases of COVID affecting RES and RTCC:

• At RES, one positive case was identified, contract tracing identified a small number of 
students who need to quarantine.  Those impacted have been contacted and school will 
continue to run normally.

• At RTCC, two positive cases were identified, contact tracing is complete, and those 
impacted have been contacted.  The Diesel program will operate remotely for the 
remainder of this week.  All other programs will continue to run normally.

We also wanted to send an update now that we have had a chance to digest some of the new 
guidance coming out from the state.  The basics are still in effect: wear a mask, socially distance, 
wash your hands frequently, meet outside or in well ventilated spaces, and stay home if you or 
anyone in your household is sick. 

What has Changed in Terms of the Schools

• Schools are no longer required to check temperatures.
• While regular cleaning will continue, disinfection of indoor spaces is only required when 

there has been a suspected or confirmed case of COVID-19 present within the past 24 
hours.

• Adults must still maintain 6 ft of social distance from all other individuals.
• Students may be spaced a minimum of 3 feet apart while masked.
• Students in grades PK-6 may eat together with three feet of spacing; grades 7-12 must be 

six feet apart while eating.
• Student’s may mix for classes; that is, they do not need to be kept in pods – but strict 

attendance must be kept for contact tracing purposes.
• Even if you have been vaccinated, you still must stay home if you have symptoms of 

COVID.

In Terms of Travel

The CDC recommends that you should not travel unless you have completed your 
vaccination cycle.  Masks are required in public spaces in Vermont.

If you are unvaccinated and must travel out of state, you must be tested within three days of 
returning to Vermont.  While you do not need to quarantine while you wait for your test results, 
you must stay home if you have any symptoms.  Vermonters who have completed their full 
vaccination cycle do not need to be tested upon return to the State.

Out of State visitors to Vermont who are unvaccinated must be tested within three days before 
arrival and must bring proof of the negative test result with them.



Final Thoughts

Spring appears to have arrived early this year and many folks are cheerful and optimistic given 
the current rate of vaccinations.   I share those sentiments but know that infection rates are high 
and rising in Vermont and I know that April vacation will provide ample temptation for folks 
seeking a return to normalcy.  Please take care, follow the guidance, and do not forget the basics.  
Lastly, please remember that it can take up to six weeks after your first injection for the two shot 
vaccines to provide their full protection.

 


